The CAMBODIA DAILY

NATIONAL

KR Judge Does Not Sign On to New Investigatons
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In a statement to the media late
yesterday evening, the Khmer
Rouge tribunal said Cambodian
Co-nvestigating Judge You Bur-
leng had dissociated himselffrom a
news report that he was participat
ing in the investigation of five new
fegimeera suSpect.

A'UN spokesman for the court

said on Monday that hoth Judge
Bunleng and French Co-nves:
igating Judge Marcel Lemonde
had signed written instructions to
begi the collection of evidence in
additional cases against five new
Khmer Rouge suspects,

However in a statement sent to
the news media, the courts publi
affairs offce said the report of fir-

ther investigations was “nonhasis
information” and should not be
attributed to the Office of the Co-
Investigating Judges

The statement referred ques-
tions to the court’s two Cambodian
spokesmen and omitted mention
ofthe two UN spokespeople,

The investigation of suspects be:
yond the five currently detained by
the Khmer Rouge tribunal has
been openly opposed by the gov
ernment and by other Cambodian
jucicil officers at the court

The tribunal’s Public Affairs
Chief Reach Sambath offered few
expianations yesterday evening hut
said the statement had been sent
out Late in the evening because it
had heen the subject of delibera-

tions since yesterday morning
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“We have to get permission from
both judges,” Mr Sambath said
when asked to explain the meaning
ofthe statement

Asked if this meant that Judge
Bunleng did not endorse Mondays
release of nformation concetning the
new nvestigations, Mr Sambeth sack
“That iswhywesent out the release.”

Contacted by telephone yester:
day evening, UN legal affairs
spokesman Lars Olsen, who said
on Monday that Judge Bunleng
had jointy signed the investigatory
insructions, said he was unaware
of the statement by his Cambodian
colleagues and had not seent

“T am not familiar with this media
alert, and [ have to refer any ques-
tions to those who have issued this
mediaalert” he said,



